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SATURDAY 30 AUGUST 
PINNACLE LOOP CLOCKWISE 
 
Walk leader & report writer: Julie 
Walkers: Erelyn R, Mike O, Hugh J. 
Distance: 9km Rating: Medium 
 
After dire predictions about high winds, rain and cold  
conditions, the 4 intrepid walkers gathered in Halls Gap 
rugged up for the cold. There was no rain and it was calm 
in the valley.  
 

On the drive out from Stawell the Major Mitchell Plateau 
was sporting a snowy coat after last night's Antarctic blast. 
We started walking in down jackets but they soon came off 
as we climbed up the front face of the Wonderland range 
below Cherub (Mackeys) Peak.   
 

Taking our time admiring the views and the cascading  
runoff coming down the path and steps, we gained the 
main ridge and were refreshed by the cold southerly wind.  
Up on the rocky outcrops leading to the Pinnacle it was 
certainly bracing. The view from the Pinnacle does not 
quite extend round to the Major Mitchell Plateau ï blocked 
by Sundial Peak - so we didnôt get to see the snow again. 
 

Looking for a more sheltered place to eat lunch out of the 
wind and the occasional drizzle, we dropped down past 
Bridal Veil Falls (a real wet veil happening) to the Echo 
Wall under the big overhang.  We didnôt linger as it was 
pretty chilly, so then via the Grand Canyon we walked to 
Splitters Falls and Venus Baths track. Stony Creek was 
carrying a lot of runoff and the Splitters Falls were looking 
quite impressive. 
 

We were glad of a hot coffee back at Halls Gap before 
heading home after a surprisingly kind winter day  
bushwalk. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 
GAR & BEEHIVE FALLS (Come & Try Walk) 
 
Walkers: 14, Julie A (leader & report writer), Brett A, Di 
O, Clare M. Tracey H, Cheryl Y, Cheryl D, Lou H, Sue & 
Mick D, Erelyn R, Mike O, Jon R, Kerrie B.  
Distance: 7.5km Elevation: 300m Rating: Easy / Med. 
 
A large group of 12 met at the SES to a sunny morning and 
we picked up 2 more walkers at Roses Gap. As this was a 
Come and Try Bushwalking event, it was great to see 6 
guests who had not walked with us before. In addition, Sue 
and Mick, who have joined us as guests on a number of 
previous walks have become members, which is fantastic. 
 

After setting up the car shuffle, as it was a one-way walk, 
we headed off on the GPT (Grampians Peaks Trail) up 
Dead Bullock Creek; first treating our boots for  
Phytophthora fungus at the bleach station.  This fungus 
causes root rot in many native plants and can devastate 
large areas of bush, knocking out critical species. In the 
area around the trailhead car park there has been a lot of 
sallow wattle control work. Although this is a native plant, 
it is not native to the Grampians and has become a real 
feral, swamping out the local vegetation.  It is clear our 
bush, even in National Parks, is under a lot of pressures. 
 

Continued on Page 3   
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GAR & BEEHIVE FALLS (Come & Try Walk) (cont) 
 
Once passing through the control area, we saw local shrubs 
flowering, including Thryptomene and Correas.  As there 
are a number of rocky bars that the creek crosses, we saw 
lots of lovely little falls as we walked up to the lower Gar 
Falls and then up to the main Gar Falls. Here we had a 
break and some chocolate brownies that Julie provided to 
keep our energy up (ie very sweet).   
 
We then climbed rocky steps up through the cliff line to 
come out on top of the lower rock shelf. There are  
spectacular views of Gar (Mt Difficult) and the Northern 
Grampians here. We saw Greenhood and Wax-lipped  
orchids flowering, but also Grevilleas and Hakeas with their 
honey scent. 
 

We traversed the flat rock shelf to where our track to  
Beehive Falls diverts from the main GPT trail. Our track 
stays pretty level while the GPT climbs up toward Briggs 
Bluff.  The cloud that had been hanging around the  
mountain tops when we started walking had now lifted and 
we were getting warm from the sun, which was a great  
opportunity to sit on the edge of a rock outcrop with a view 
and have lunch.   
 
While contemplating the bushes as we ate, Brett spied an 
orchid under another bush.  It was a Red-banded  
Greenhood, which are not common.  After finishing off the 
brownie and a group selfie by Erelyn, we continued along 
the cliff edge. There were quite a few other walkers out too, 
some hiking the GPT and others just for a day walk and 
eventually we arrived at the steep drop off to the Beehive 
Falls.  The rock work done by Parks Victoria on this  
staircase is a work of art (especially if you had seen it  
previously), but it is still a scramble in some sections,  
testing our balance and agility. 
 

Beehive Falls only had a small flow coming down them, 
which speaks of the dry conditions we have had throughout 
2025. We had a short break to regroup but were then  
inundated with a large group of young people from the  
Roses Gap recreation camp, so we followed the final stretch 
of flat track back to the Beehive Falls car park. We  
retrieved cars, Kerrie headed west, Sue and Mike headed 
south, and then most of us went back to Stawell to the  
Corner Caf® for coffee before heading home. 
 
Generally we had an enjoyable day out in the beautiful 
Northern Grampians and guests gained an insight into a 
typical walk with our club. We hope some decide to join 
our active group. 
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SATURDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 
MT ABRUPT 
 

Walkers: Mike (leader & report writer), Susan, Kirti,  
Elissa, Julie, Connor, Sue, Jeff, Hugh, Jodie, Greg, Ross, 
Ben 
 

A good-sized group of 13 walkers met at the Mt Abrupt 
trailhead.  We performed a car shuffle leaving three cars at 
the finish location on Victoria Valley Rd. 
 

The steady climb to the top took 1 hour and 28 minutes. 
Although it was a bit hazy, the views were still splendid.  
 

On the way down, it was very windy along the exposed 
areas of the trail.  In numerous locations there were trees 
down across the track, requiring us to either climb over or 
walk around the trees off track.  The stringybark forest was 
beautiful, including several trees with huge diameter 
trunks.  
 

After a 40 minute descent we had lunch at the Mud Dadjug 
hut where it was nice to be out of the cold wind.  
 

Three kilometres from our lunch stop, we had a short rest 
before the slow ascent to top of Piccaninny.  From the top, 
the view of the Mud Dadjug hut and rusty dunny really 
stood out.  There were quite a few groups with children 
coming from the Piccaninny parking area. The 1.4 km  
descent to the cars only took about 20 minutes. 
 

Overall we covered 11.5 km with a total elevation gain of 
605m. It took a total of 5hr50min with 3hr44min of  
walking time. 
 

Then, everyone headed off for refreshments at Izzy's cafe, 
including ice cream, coffee, cakes, French and Spanish 
potato chips and a $28 bar of chocolate. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
SATURDAY 11 & SUNDAY 12 OCTOBER 
FEDERATION WALKS 2025 - GRAMPIANS 
 
This year's Federation Walks weekend was co-hosted by 
the Grampians Bushwalking Club and the Boroondara  
Bushwalkers, with 23 different walks on offer in the  
Grampians National Park across the weekend. 
 
Over 240 bushwalkers from 34 different clubs affiliated 
with Bushwalking Victoria converged on Halls Gap, with 
the registrations, afternoon tea and activities being  
conducted at the Halls Gap Centenary Hall. 
 
The weather for the weekend was reasonable, with cool and 
partly cloudy conditions on Saturday and then heavier 
cloud cover on Sunday morning before passing showers 
scuttled across some areas on Sunday afternoon as the wind 
picked up strength.  It at least allowed everyone to enjoy 
the beautiful views on offer as well as the multitude of 
wildflowers and the social company of other hikers from 
bushwalking clubs all around the state. 
 
In addition to our club and Boroondara, members of the 
following clubs kindly helped out as leaders and whips for 
the various walks: Warrnambool, Camperdown, Wimmera, 
Ballarat, Gisborne, Friends of the GSSW. 
 

Continued on Page 5 
 

 

At the 
summit 
of Mt 
Abrupt 

Heading up Mt 
Abrupt with  
Signal Peak in 
the background 

Alongside the 
wind cave on the 
way down to the 
Piccaninny 

Victoria 
Valley views 


