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SUNDAY 8 JUNE 
GRAMPIANS RAIL TRAIL 
 

Walkers (10): Greg (leader & report writer), Graeme, Lou, 
Jane, Mike, Erelyn, Alex, Anna, Jenny & John  
Dogs (3): Jet, Jacko & Millie 
Distance: 10.5km  Rating: Easy 
 

We left from the Grampians Rail Trail car park on Stawell 
- Halls Gap Road. The weather was looking like it was  
going to rain, but it stayed away. The wind was still cold as 
we were walking, talking and watching the dogs.  
 

We nearly finished before sitting under a tree out of the 
wind for lunch. We finished the final 300 metres. We 
drove back to the others cars and headed home as it started 
to rain. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

SATURDAY 21 JUNE 
BORONIA PEAK 
 

Walkers: Alex (leader & report writer), Sue and Hugh, Lou, 
Joel, Mike and Erelyn, Jane, John,  
Distance: 7km  Rating: Medium 
 
The morning was cold and clear as the snowflake symbol 
appeared on the dashboard to warn of slippery conditions. 
 

From Stawell, three cars came to Tandara Road in Halls 
Gap, where we met up with the rest of the walkers, did the 
paperwork and off we went. 
 

We soon warmed up and just after turning off to the  
Boronia track, looking where I was placing my feet, I came 
next to a kangaroo less than a metre away, I was more  
surprised than it was, then it just bounded off quietly. 
 

We met a few walkers from the Ballarat Bushwalking Club 
coming down and said hello as we moved up the track.  
There were no shortage of stones and roots to dodge and 
after crossing the first saddle the unusual bush called Hairy 
Geebung (Persoonia rigida) came in view. 
 

A new walker called Joel with his support dog had no  
trouble keeping up with the group.  The usual scramble to 
get to the top, then a wonderful panorama came into view.  
We had lunch up there and photos were taken before we 
headed back down without any incidents. 
 

We paid a visit to Stoney Creek shops, mainly to the ice 
cream shop, this time not many customers.  The nine  
walkers enjoyed the walk, Time taken was 4hrs, distance 
7km 
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SATURDAY 5 JULY 
PINNACLE - GARDEN OF THE GRAMPIANS 

 
Walkers: Greg (leader & report writer) Sue, Hugh, Alex, 
Mike, Joel, Michele, John 
Distance: 6.3km  Rating: Easy / Medium 
 
We left Halls Gap for the Wonderland Turntable and upon 
getting there, we got the last lined carparks as it was busy. 
 

We started walking, stopping often to catch our breath and 
to talk to the other walkers. We reached the turn off and 
continued on. It soon turned into a wide track. As we 
neared the Pinnacle we saw more people.  
 

We stopped here for lunch in the sun. Afterwards we  
headed back down through Silent Street to the cars and 
back to Hall Gap for eats/drinks before heading home. 
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SATURDAY 19 JULY 
BOROUGH HUTS TO MT ROSEA (Return) 
 
Walkers: Gareth (leader and report writer), Alex, Mike, 
Jane, Erelyn and prospective members Susan and Mick. 
Distance: 17.6km  Rating: AWT 4 (Medium) 
 
The seven walkers who assembled at Borough Huts 
campground were greeted with a brisk morning with some 
glimpses of sunshine. The forecast for Halls Gap was for a 
maximum of 8 degrees with a high chance of showers in 
the late afternoon. We were able to get on the track very 
close to the 9am nominated time. 
 

This walk was re-opened just a fortnight prior, after being 
burnt out in the fire (the first of two major Grampians fires 
in the 24/25 summer) which started in the Yarram Gap  
area from a lightning strike on 17th December. It burnt over 
76.000 hectares including more than 13500 ha of farmland. 

Striding out of the campground crossing the Fyans Creek 
footbridge it was evident that the bush had fared quite well 
in this area, the upper canopy mostly spared unlike many 
areas further south. 
 

The first couple of kilometres with a gradual incline and 
morning sunshine made for very pleasant walking  
conditions. After about two hours the sunshine  
disappeared, the wind speed picked up and with the rise in 
altitude the air began to feel much cooler. Three hours in 
and the well-defined walking track becomes less evident, 
more boulder hopping and a bit more searching for the 
next yellow track marker. By this stage we were in cloud, 
the wind was getting stronger, and we were searching for 
our beanies. 
 

The walk description advice was to "come prepared for 
any conditions" and on this day Mount Rosea gave us a 
little reminder to never take the conditions on the mount 
for granted. The benign weather on the flat at the  
beginning of the walk had turned into as one walker  
described as "Siberia". I later checked the weather  
observations of nearby Mt William Automatic Weather 
Station 1pm reading, Temp 1.9 degrees, Apparent Temp -8 
degrees, Wind 43 km/hr gusting 65 km/hr. So our time on 
Mt Rosea summit was very brief. Without holding onto the 
guard railing, the wind could have just about blown us off 
the edge. We hastily turned around to find a rock shelter to 
eat our lunch.  
 

After a lunch break under the partial shelter of a rock 
ledge. It didnôt seem to take long to negotiate our way 
down out of the boulders and return to the proper walking 
track and with it, benign weather again. 
 

After 17.6km we were glad to see the Fyans Creek  
footbridge, and back at the cars at Borough Huts by 
3.50pm. We got in the cars and on cue the late afternoon 
showers arrived.  
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